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The Times’s reputation as a guardian of the
public interest.

The second achievement, more institu-
tional in nature, was Mr. Rosenthal’s central
role in transforming The Times from a two-
section to a four-section newspaper with the
introduction of a separate business section
and new themed sections like SportsMonday,
Weekend and Science Times. Though a jour-
nalist of the old school, Abe Rosenthal
grasped that such features were necessary to
broaden the paper’s universe of readers. He
insisted only that the writing, editing and
article selection measure up to The Times’s
traditional standards.

By his own admission, Abe Rosenthal could
be ferocious in his pursuit and enforcement
of those standards. Sometimes, indeed, de-
bate about his management style competed
for attention with his journalistic achieve-
ments. But the scale of this man’s editorial
accomplishments has come more fully into
focus since he left the newsroom in 1986. It is
now clear that he seeded the place with tal-
ent and helped ensure that future genera-
tions of Times writers and editors would hew
to the principles of quality journalism

Born in Canada, Mr. Rosenthal developed a
deep love for New York City and a fierce af-
fection for the democratic values and civil
liberties of his adopted country. For the last
13 years, his lifelong interest in foreign af-
fairs and his compassion for victims of polit-
ical, ethnic or religious oppression in Tibet,
China, Iran, Africa and Eastern Europe
formed the spine of his Op-Ed columns. His
strong, individualistic views and his bedrock
journalistic convictions have informed his
work as reporter, editor and columnist. His
voice will continue to be a force on the
issues that engage him. And his commitment
to journalism as an essential element in a
democratic society will abide as part of the
living heritage of the newspaper he loved and
served for more than 55 years.e

———

THE MARTEL FAMILY

e Mr. BURNS. Mr. President, I rise
today in recognition of the Martel fam-
ily of Bozeman, Montana.

In 1951, Emil Martel and his family
fled communist Russia and eventually
settled in Bozeman. In 1960, Emil and
his son, Bill, formed Martel Construc-
tion and constituted its entire work-
force. In the past forty years, however,
Martel Construction has grown to em-
ploy 200 people and now contracts in
six states. Today, Martel Construction
maintains its familiar character and is
still run as a family business. Martel
Construction was recently awarded the
United States Small Business Adminis-
tration’s 1999 Entrepreneurial Success
Award as well as the 1999 Montana
Family Business of the Year award by
the College of Business at Montana
State University-Bozeman.

Martel Construction and the Martel
family represent a modern American
success story. I applaud them not only
for what they have accomplished for
themselves but also for what they have
given back to their community. Their
hard work serves as inspiration for
other small businesses in my state of
Montana; their success is proof that
the American Dream lives on.e

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—
H.R. 3196

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of
H.R. 3196, the foreign operations appro-
priations bill. I further ask consent
that a substitute amendment, which is
at the desk, be agreed to, the bill be
read a third time and passed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be laid upon the
table, and any statement relating to
the bill be printed in the RECORD. I fur-
ther ask consent that the Senate insist
on its amendment and request a con-
ference with the House.

Ms. LANDRIEU. I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Objec-
tion is heard.

————

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF HISTORIC
EVENTS IN CENTRAL AND EAST-
ERN EUROPE

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
now proceed to the immediate consid-
eration of Calendar No. 380, S. Con.
Res. 68.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the concurrent resolu-
tion by title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A concurrent resolution (S. Con. Res. 68)
expressing the sense of Congress on the occa-
sion of the 10th anniversary of historic
events in Central and Eastern Europe, par-
ticularly the Velvet Revolution in Czecho-
slovakia, and reaffirming the bonds of
friendship and cooperation between the
United States and the Czech and Slovak Re-
publics.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the concurrent
resolution.

Mr. BIDEN. Mr. President, I rise to
congratulate my colleagues for having
supported S. Con. Res. 68, a sense-of-
the-Senate resolution, which I cospon-
sored with Senator HELMS, commemo-
rating the tenth anniversary of the so-
called Velvet Revolution, whereby the
people of Czechoslovakia overthrew the
communist dictatorship that had op-
pressed them for four decades.

Since then, Czechoslovakia decided
to effect a ‘““Velvet Divorce.”” Today
both successor states, the Czech Repub-
lic and the Slovak Republic, are in the
process of integrating into the West.
The Czech Republic is already a mem-
ber of the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization, and Slovakia is emerging as a
strong candidate for the next round of
enlargement. Both countries are busily
preparing to qualify for membership in
the European Union.

Both countries have growing pains
associated with the difficult transi-
tions from dictatorship to democracy,
and from a command economy to the
free market. Both have ongoing chal-
lenges to guarantee equal rights for
minorities. But the overall picture for
the Czech Republic and for the Slovak
Republic is bright.
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I am delighted that the Senate has
recognized the accomplishments of the
Czechs and the Slovaks and has wished
them continued success in the future
as partners of the United States.

I thank the Chair.

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, the motion to reconsider be laid
upon the table, and any statements re-
lating to this resolution be printed in
the RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The concurrent resolution (S. Con.
Res. 68) was agreed to.

The preamble was agreed to.

The concurrent resolution, with its
preamble, reads as follows:

S. CON. RES. 68

Whereas on September 3, 1918, the United
States Government recognized the Czecho-
Slovak National Council as the official Gov-
ernment of Czechoslovakia;

Whereas on October 28, 1918, the peoples of
Bohemia, Moravia, and part of Silesia, com-
prising the present Czech Republic, and peo-
ples of Slovakia, comprising the present Slo-
vak Republic, proclaimed their independence
in a common state of the Czechoslovak Re-
public;

Whereas on November 17, 1939, the Czech
institutions of higher learning were closed
by the Nazis, many students were taken to
concentration camps, and nine representa-
tives of the student movement were exe-
cuted;

Whereas between 1938 and 1945, the Nazis
annexed part of Bohemia, set up a fascist
‘“‘protectorate’ in the rest of Bohemia and in
Moravia, and installed a puppet fascist gov-
ernment in Slovakia;

Whereas the Communists seized power
from the democratically elected government
of Czechoslovakia in March 1948;

Whereas troops from Warsaw Pact coun-
tries invaded Czechoslovakia in August 1968,
ousted the reformist government of Alex-
ander Dubcek, and restored a hard-line com-
munist regime;

Whereas on November 17, 1989, the brutal
break up of a student demonstration com-
memorating the 50th anniversary of the exe-
cution of Czech student leaders and the clo-
sure of universities by the Nazis triggered
the explosion of mass discontent that
launched the Velvet Revolution, which was
characterized by reliance on nonviolence and
open public discourse;

Whereas the peoples of Czechoslovakia
overthrew 40-years of totalitarian com-
munist rule in order to rebuild a democratic
society:;

Whereas since November 17, 1989, the peo-
ple of the Czech and Slovak Republics have
established a vibrant, pluralistic, democratic
political system based upon freedom of
speech, a free press, free and fair open elec-
tions, the rule of law, and other democratic
principles and practices as they were recog-
nized by President Wilson and President
Thomas G. Masaryk;

Whereas the Czech Republic joined the
North Atlantic Treaty Organization on
March 12, 1999, the admission of which was
approved by the Senate of the United States
on April 30, 1998;

Whereas the Czech and Slovak Republics
are in the process of preparing for admission
to the European Union;
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